EXECUITIVE SUMMALY

A Way From The Market Place is the culmination of a year-long project conducted
by the Commission on the Public’s Health System. The Commission is a city-wide,
community-based health advocacy organization that was founded in 1991 to fight the
privatization of the public hospitals and work to strengthen the public health system. The
Commission is concemned about the gaps created by the current market-driven system and
the push to mandatory Medicaid managed care because of the potential impact on
underinsured and uninsured residents and the Safety Net Providers that provide health
care services for this population. MNearly 50% of New York City’s population are either
Medicaid beneficiaries (1.6 million people) or uninsured (1.8 million people).

Changing the Equation: A Community Strategic Policy and Planning Project was
developed by the Strategic Planning Commitiee of the Commission. The project is focused
on the development of strong community-based policy options based on interviews with
82 Key Stakeholders in the health system, in a total of 43 sessions. Interviews were held
with: community organizations; safety net providers; other health and social services
providers; insurers, unions, government representatives; and other influential opinion
makers, at the local, state and national levels (see Appendix A for list). A draft of the report
and policy recommendations was circulated to all interviewees and discussed at a Forum
on January 16, 1868.

The recommendations constitute a commeon ground agenda for safety net providers
and the people they serve. The key community-based policy options seek to:

- stabilize safety net providers, including public health services, and infrastructures
at risk in an expanding marketplace health care environment with an emphasis on
managed care;

- identify and support safety net providers in new models of care and service delivery
that are consistent with a mission not only to serve without discrimination based on
ability to pay or other barriers for underserved and vulnerable populations, but also
to maintain public accountability;
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